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From the Directaor:

Some of you know that | first came to lowa and the LS to attend the University
of lowa in 1980, [ was 19 years old and eager to see the world, explore new:

ideas, and leam new things, | started out as a biology major, switched to
computer science, then fell in love with literature the very first class | took, The

instructor was a wonderful mentor and we became friends. | had always loved
to read and considered English my first language while growing up in a country
where multiple languages are spoken.

wWe always had books at our home, but public libraries were not common at all
in Malaysia. In fact, my niece told me that she had to turn in her library card

when she turned 12 years old and that made me very zad. The history of
libraries, especially the Carnegie libraries inthe US, is a testament to the

importance of learning and improving oneself, Andrew Carnegie (1835 — 1919)
provided funding to communities to build libraries saying, "l choose free

libraries as the best agencies for improving the masses of the people because
they anly help those who help themselves” The Knoxville Public Library was

founded in 1912 with funds from the Carnegie Foundation and a promise from
the city council to continue the funding for staff, operations, and materials.

Think of all the changes and transformations in the one hundred and eleven

years of this library, The one constant: BOOKS! Whether it be in print form ar
mobile device, audio or visual, And of course, libraries have added a lot mare to

their services and programming — computers, movies, STEAM kits, Discovery
kits, musical instruments, puppets, puzzles, games, etc. They now call it the
Library of Things.

what will libraries ook like in 5, 10, 50 years? | would like to hope that we

continue to keep changing and evolving, adapting to meet our communities’
needs, staying relevant. | do know that reading will remain the one constant
and thank goodness for that because there’s a strong link between reading and
having empathy. | want my kids and grandkids to grow in a world with empathy

and kindness, After 24 vears in the library world, | still think myself so fortunate
to be in the hest profession and to have had all the wonderful opportunities in

the world. | have lived a thouzand lives through the books | have read.

"Books, even had ones, let you live another life for a few hundred pages. They
let you walk in the souls of people you may never meet and connect you in

ways you might not expect.” — Brian Lyman. And from the incomparable Dr.
Seuss: The more that vou read, the more things yvou will khow, The more that

vou leam, the more places vou'll go...

Roslin Thompson
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Funding Sources: The Knoxville Public Library is funded primarily by the
residents of the city of Knoxville, Marion County Board of Supervisors,
state/federal monies, private donations, and collection of fees.

The Knoxville Public Library is accredited at Tier 3, the highest level of
accreditation set by the State Library of lowa by meeting and exceeding the
standards of service In Service to lowa: Public Library Standards, 6th ed.
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City $350,001 REVENUES FY2023
Library levy $67,212 Rl e
County $21,161 \\‘ 5
State sﬂ,BZB = Library levy
% |Fines and fees 81,177 :::“'
}.__ ) Bonaﬁons 512,965 ® Fines and fees
- EEtal 54631344 * Donations
; |[EXPENSES FY23 EXPENSES FY23
« [Staff 5334,838
Collection $27,473 m‘
7 » Staff
3 Operations $103,707 o — e
; $466'018 " Operations

72%
. Circulation and collections: .
" QOur collection totals 39,951 physical items and 147, 603 downloadable items -

'é-'buoks and audio-books) = 187, 554 items. We added 2,086 items (5%) and
withdrew 2,142 items (5%). The standard reqmrement is 4%.

Ttal circulation of physical and downloadable materials = 59,694 items.
i CIRCULATION FY2023

“;*:' Who we serve:

» Adult There are 8,782 registered

® Children library card holders. 64% of

= Teen " - & o

ik the patrons live within city

= Computers Iimits_, 31% come fl'DI’TI I'Ul'al
SISO UR . Marion County or neighboring
= Other

towns, while 5% come from
Children

2% 24% other areas.
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